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An animal ABC with a difference. Join alpacas, bears, camel and a host of other animals as they conga, can can and hip-hop the night away. Find out why the jaguar blushed and what happened to the elephants when the music stopped. A sumptuous, playful picture book with a dash of mystery and a lot of monkey business.
The following activities will help you interact with the story and illustrations. You can apply similar questions and activities to all the books you read.

Knowledge
	1. Where is the story Ballroom Bonanza set?
	2. What is ballroom dancing?
Comprehension
	1. At the end of the story, do the judges pick a winner?
	2. What dance style do the rhinos do?
Application
	1. Do you like to dance?
	2. Have you ever seen any of these animals? Where did you see them?
Analysis
	1. What do the monkeys do?
	2. How amny instruments are there to find? How many letters in the alphabet?

Evaluation
	1. What do you like about the illustrations? What is you favorite illustration?
	2. Which animal is you favourite animal? Why?





Verbal/ Linguistic
- What are the letters of the alphabet?
- Which letters make similar sounds?
- Which letters make unique sounds?
- What is the first letter of the alphabet? What is the last?

Craft 
Animal Masks - Create animal inspired face masks using feathers, sequins, jewel, animal print material, paint. 

Body/Kinetics
Become and Elephant - Students will role-play what it would be like to be a particular animal. Stretch like a cat, slither like a snake, hop like a kangaroo, waddle like a penguin etc 

[image: ]Musical/Rhythmic
A - B - C - D - E - F - G
H - I - J - K - L - M - N - O - P
Q - R - S - T - U - V,
W - X - Y and Z
Now I know my A - B - C’s
Next time won’t you sing with me? 
waddle like a penguin etc 

Other Projects 
Animal Slides - After visiting the zoo, children will be shown a series of slides of Animals. They will be asked to recall information about each animal (where is lives, what it eats, its enemies, etc.) and tell that information to the classroom teacher.  

Animal Feet - Matching footprints to the animals 

Animal Sounds - Children will listen to a series of animal sounds to try and   distinguish what animal is making each sound. 





Author notes from Nina Rycroft

The Idea
The idea for Ballroom Bonanza came to me while I rocked my son Jayme to sleep while watching the TV show Dancing with the Stars. While I bopped around the room to the rhythm of the music, being inspired by dance style and costumes, Jayme slept peacefully in my arms. That same year, the English version of Dancing with the Stars (Strictly Come Dancing), had the grand final of the second series in the Tower Ballroom, in Blackpool. 
Tommy Jones
In 2004, my husband’s parent came to visit us from Blackpool, England. During their stay I learnt about my childrens great grandfather, the legendary Tommy Jones. Tommy Jones worked as a bandmaster and composer at Blackpool’s Tower Ballroom from 1947 until 1978. Tommy Jones and the Tower Band feature in Ballroom Bonanza 
I’ve always wanted to illustrate an animal alphabet picture book, and to have animals appearing in alphabetical order, to compete in a dance competition inside the Tower Ballroom, with Tommy Jones playing in the band...well it seemed like a good idea. 
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Hunt and Find
Above is an illustration featuring Tommy Jones. The mischievous monkeys steal the bands instruments and the reader must to find all 26 within each letter of the alphabet before the grand final dance can take place. Trying to hide 26 instruments throughout the book, was no easy task.


Nina Rycroft’s Illustrations:

From initial idea in November 2004, Ballroom Bonanza took me four and a half years to complete. I worked on the story - storyboarding and sketching for two years before I began work on the final artwork. My first illustration was the rhinoceros rumba; I thought to myself, if I can get a rhinoceros to rumba, then I’m half way there. The original Rhinoceros Rumba artwork can be seen at the Dromkeen-National Centre for Picture Book Art www.scholastic.com.au/common/dromkeen/index.asp
[image: ]
In 2007, I visited Blackpool with my husband and two kids, visiting the Tower Ballroom many times,  gathering as much visual reference as I could for my final artwork. Sketches, photos, rubbings, colour palette, brochures, postcards, placemats. I captured the Tower Ballroom from as many different angles as I could in order to keep the artwork in the book varied and interesting.
Each double page spread in Ballroom Bonanza took anywhere between 40-60 hours to paint. I used watercolour and gauche and coloured pencil for the final artwork. 
My aim was capture the movement and energy of the animals dancing rather than have a photo-realistic illustration.  I used a large sable watercolour brush to lay down my initial wash, then working in more detail. I used a white gauche to highlight patterns, feathers, textures and sequins. Once the paint dried, I used coloured pencil. 
Links:
· To learn more about Nina Rycroft  and her books visit www.ninarycroft.com
· To view the front cover of Ballroom Bonanza being illustrated: 30 hours of painting in three minutes visit  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MSytsQFZoKU
· To listen to Nina Rycroft being interviewed by Kieran Weir, ABC 639 North & West SA http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VD5smQkLWm0&feature=related

· The Tower Ballroom http://www.icons.org.uk/theicons/collection/blackpool-tower/features/tea-dances-in-the-tower-ballroom
· Blackpool Tower http://www.icons.org.uk/theicons/collection/blackpool-tower
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