Teachers Notes		Ballroom Bonanza by Nina Rycroft	

[image: ]

Now I Am Bigger
TEACHERS’ NOTES
Author: Sherryl Clark
Illustrator: Nina Rycroft
Published by Working Title Press, 2010


Now I Am Bigger captures all the excitement and wonder of a small child’s world, 
when every day brings something new – new teeth, new words, new shoes, new bed – and every little change is very, very, BIG.

The following activities will help you interact with the story and illustrations. You can apply similar questions and activities to all the books you read.
Comprehension
1. What happens at the very end of the story?
2. What happens when the child in the story tries to dress himself?

Application
1. Do you have a younger brother or sister? Does watching them remind you of when you were small?
2. How many teeth do you have? What happens when you lose your baby teeth? (Refer to the poem Teeth)
3. Did you have a favourite toy or blanket when you were little? Do you still have it?

Analysis
1. How old do you think the child is, in each of the illustrations?
2. (refer to the poem Teddy) Looking at the illustration. Is the teddy the same size? Is the child the same size? Why did the illustrator draw the teddy the same size?

Evaluation
1. What do you like about the illustrations? What is your favourite illustration?
2. What is your favourite poem?

Classroom Project – Who’s that baby?
Have each student (and teacher) bring in a photo of themself as a baby or toddler. Create a display using the photos. Have names tags for each student, Students will take it in turns to try and match the photo to the student.  



Craft – This is me
You will need: A3 Construction paper (one per child), silver/reflective wrapping paper, or tin foil cut into the shape of an oval about the size of a head (This will be a mirror), pencils, crayons or paints. 
Directions: Paste the ‘mirror’ in the centre of the A3 construction paper. Decorate the boarder to look like a mirror. Around the outside of the mirror, have each student draw about themself.
Topic suggestions: My family, my school, my teacher, my friends, my pet, my favourite book, food, toy, sport, movie. 
I like to... run, swim, play with my friends. 
The individual pictures can be drawn separately and pasted around the outside of the mirror

Body/Kinetics
Have students pretend to be a:
· newborn baby. Can a new born baby, walk – Talk - Crawl? 
· 6 months old baby. Can baby crawl - talk? What does the world look like from down there?
Pretend that you were taking your first steps. Would you need to hold onto furniture? 
Would you stand first and then take a step. How would it feel to walk for the first time?
Imagine getting a big bed for the very first time. How would it feel? What would you do? 

[image: ]Musical/Rhythmic
A Family Fingerplay 

This is a family    (hold up one hand, fingers spread) 
Let's count them and see,  
How many there are, 
And who they can be    (count 1, 2, 3, 4, 5) 

This is the mother    (touch pointer finger) 
Who loves everyone 
And this is the father   (touch big finger) 
Who is lots of fun. 

This is my sister    (touch ring finger) 
She helps and she plays, 
And this is the baby    touch little finger 
He's growing each day. 

But who is this one?    (touch thumb) 
He's out there alone, 
Why it's Max, the dog, 
And he's chewing a bone.   (wiggle thumb).





About the author - Sherryl Clark
I’ve been writing poetry for about 30 years, and have two collections of adult poems published, as well as three verse novels for 9-12 year old readers. I also teach poetry
writing, and am co-editor of Poetrix magazine, which publishes poetry by women. I have 40 children’s and YA books published, both in Australia and overseas. I teach at Victoria University TAFE in the Diploma of Professional Writing & Editing. My website is at www.sherrylclark.com and I also have a website devoted to poetry for children at www.poetry4kids.net


Why I wrote this book
I’ve wanted to write a picture book of poems for a long time, as I’ve been inspired by poets such as Janet Wong (Night Dreaming), Marilyn Singer and Joyce Sidman, among others. But most poetry for children published in Australia is rhyming, and I wanted to use free verse. I don’t use rhyme very well! The first poem I wrote was really a poem for adults about a baby being born, inspired by a photo and information that said within the first nine minutes of birth, a baby will start focusing on a person’s eyes. I knew there were more poems to write about babies, but I couldn’t quite see what they might be. Then one day I began writing poems from a baby’s point of view (rather than an adult looking on) and the story began. Many of the poems came in flashes – it was me remembering what my daughter was like when she was a baby and toddler. I decided to focus on all the things that a very small child might experience as they discovered the world. When I got to the poem about moving from the cot into the first big bed, it seemed a natural ending. I knew this collection/story would be a challenge. Could I convincingly show a baby’s world? In my writing classes, I tell my students to get down on floor in order to experience what the world looks like when you are only a metre tall! It’s so easy to forget as you get bigger and bigger. I decided to apply the exercise to myself, and it helped, as did looking back at old photos and watching toddlers in all sorts of situations. Instead of rhyme, I focused on rhythm and repetition, and read the poems out loud to myself over and over. It was such a pleasure to watch the illustrations evolve and see their final expression.

Writing Style
The story is told in free verse poems. Instead of using rhyme, the author has focused on
rhythm, repetition and sound to create read-aloud verse. The illustrations are gentle
and humorous but also highly active and engaging.

Now I Am Bigger is available at all good bookstores, and online at Fishpond, Readings and Boomerang Books, among others. If you’re having trouble buying a copy, just email me at sherrylc1@optusnet.com.au .
My website is at http://www.sherrylclark.com
My poetry for children website is at http://www.poetry4kids.net





About the illustrator – Nina Rycroft
In 1992, I graduated with a diploma in graphic design, and worked as a designer in Sydney and London before turning my hand to illustration. My first picture book Little Platypus, (Nette Hilton 2000), received a CBCA notable book in 2001 and is currently listed on the NSW Premiers Reading Challenge.  Other picture books include Boom Bah! (Phil Cummings, 2008), No More Kisses (Margaret Wild, 2010), Tricky Little Hippo (Jane Bowring, 2005) and Elephant Dance (Sue Whiting, 2007). 2009 saw the completion of 4 years work in a book titled Ballroom Bonanza. Inspired by my children's great grandfather, Tommy Jones (band master at the Tower Ballroom in Blackpool from 1947 – 1978). Ballroom Bonanza is listed on the NSW Premiers Reading Challenge.
To find out more about me and my other books, visit www.ninarycroft.com

About the illustrations
I was excited but also nervous about illustrating Now I Am Bigger because I’d never illustrated humans in a picture book before!  I found the most difficult part was drawing the same baby growing older.  Its difficult enough trying to make a character look the same throughout a book, but having that character progression in age made the job that much more difficult. I had to understand and be aware of the changing proportions of the baby.
I spent 5 months illustrating Now I Am Bigger (about 20 hours a week). I sketch in pencil for 3 months, then I spent the last two months doing the final artwork. I used watercolour and conte pencil (a soft wax pencil) for the outlines.  
I loved illustrating this book. Sherryl’s poem evoke strong emotion and imagery.  I used photos and memories of my own children to help with my illustrations (see below). At the time, my son was attending a playgroup, it helped being around so many babies while illustrating this book.
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bath

do I remember
water?

here in my baby bath
warm liquid

fists me up

floats me.

1 Kick and wriggle
splash and qurgle

soapy hands
cover me in bubbles

T'm as sippery
as a fish.
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